
West Fargo Public Schools 
Planning & Development Committee Meeting 

April 19, 2021 - 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
LEC Boardroom 

 

Attendees: 
Committee Members: Jim Jonas; Dan Schaeffer  
District Staff: Beth Slette; Levi Bachmeier; Jeff Goebel; Rachael Agre, Alicia Severson   
Other Board Members: Patti Stedman 
Media: None    
 

1. ATT Lease Update 

a. We are legally in the clear to move forward with this. The proposal at 

this time is $1,500 a month, however ATT will not do revenue sharing, 

so we might want to look at adding an extra $250 a month and then let 

them sublet antenna space. There is a specified clearance for antenna 

placement. ATT says that since the rental fee is higher than average 

and the expense of adding a concession stand to the property, they will 

not sign an agreement for less than fifteen years. 

2. Plan for Freedom 

a. The committee discussion short term and long term plans: 

i. Short Term –  

1. a team looked at leasing Rustad as classroom space. It 

was expensive ($145,000 for a year) and really wasn’t 

conducive to an elementary setting. It was lacking small 

instructional space. 

2. Looked at placing 100 – 125 students in some 

classrooms at Deer Creek. 

a. We thought maybe we could create an innovative 

academy that would focus on personalized 

learning, a capstone project, and Profile of a 

Graduate. Make moving there voluntary, instead of 

“you have to” move there. 

b. This is an innovative way to solve space problems. 

We can’t even find an example of personalize 

learning at the elementary because no one is 

doing it yet, so this would be very different.  

c. Possibly making this available to 4th graders so 

they would transition back to Freedom for 5th 

grade before going to Liberty. 



d. We will run a survey to poll Freedom families to 

see if they are interesting in something like this. 

ii. Long Term  

1. Possibly boundary changes, however, they would still 

filter into LMS and SHS causing overcrowding to 

continue there. 

2. Small elementary school by Scheels Arena that could 

eventually serve as a south side ECC someday. 

a. Administration can look at some potential 

properties.  

b. Administration will look at all options and continue this conversation 

with the Planning and Development committee.  

3. Plan Meeting with Horace Leaders 

a. Administration has discussed with the Horace administrator about the 

possibility of scheduling a meeting between the two entities.  

b. We will look at possible dates 

c. It will be the city administrator, mayor and maybe another person that 

will meet with us to discuss projects going forward.  


